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organismis and cells in cultuire are dealt
with in the next chapter. A major chapter
on skin discusses the role of lysosomal
damage in erythema, the difficulties and
complexities of erythema as an end point,
a surprisingly brief discussion of histological
effects, and a discussion of immediate
and delayed lbyperpigmentation reaction.
Phototoxicity and photosensitivity are cover-
ed, but the section on adverse reactions
consists mainly of a list of effects, with brief
descriptions. Ageing and carcinogenic effects
are similarly briefly presented. There is a
fairly extensive chapter on the effects
on the eye, and the book ends with chapters
on uses for humans of UVA and safety
measures.
C. S. POTTEN
Immune Regulators in Transfer Factor.
Eds. A. KHAN, C. H. KIRKPATRICK and
N. 0. HILL (1979). New York: Academic
Press. 760 pp. $35.00.
This is another example of the fashionable
practice of producing "the book of the meet-
ing". At whom exactly such a compilation is
aimed is unclear.
It may be of interest to specialists in the
area of Transfer Factor, but doubtless much
of the useful data will be published elsewhere
in more detail. Other readers wishing to
update their knowledge of the area, will
find the information presented in such a
condensed form as to make it almost indi-
gestible.
In the worthy pursuit of rapid publication
there seems to have been almost no editorial
interference. Unfortunately this has resulted
in the production of a book from which,
although one may gain an impression of the
sort of work in progress, it is almost impossi-
ble to extract a balanced view of what is
important or trivial in the field.
P. C. L. BEVERLEY
Carcino-Embryonic Proteins:Chemistry,
Biology, Clinical Application. Vols I
& II. Ed. F.-G. LEHMANN (1979). Amster-
dam: Elsevier/North Holland: 557 and
932 pp.
The interest in and understanding of the
role and limitations of the monitoring
of carcinoembryonic turnour products in the
diagnosis and management of clinical mal-
ignancy has continued to expand over the
last decade. These two volumes, Avhich
publicize the proceeding of the 6th meeting
of the "International Research Group for
Carcinoembryonic Proteins" lheld in Marburg/
Germany, September 1978 can be considered
"state of the art" works in this field,
and should represent the definitive report
(until the publication of the 7th meeting,
1979). An impressive list of authors and
over 230 contributions present a quite stag-
gering amount of information on the chem-
istry, biology and clinical application of the
many markers that are included under the
umbrella heading of Carcino-Embryonic Pro-
teins. Not surprisingly CEA and Foeto-
protein occupy the lion's share of both
volumes, but Isoferritins, Isoenzymnes, Hor-
mones and other markers are also considered
in depth. The two volumes together provide
a complete overview, of this area of research.
Vol. I, wThich is lavishly prepared and
presented, can be described as the key
reviewr work in wAhich the authorities of the
field describe and summarize the current
data from their labs, whilst Vol. II contains
the other no less important papers presented
at the meeting in "camera ready" format.
The twro volumes largely parallel each
other being arranged in the same order.
What is, perhaps, missing is a counterview
in which the sensitivity and selectivity
of each marker is critically examined in
blind series so that those not involved in
inarker technology can assess their real
usefulness in patient management and
monitoring. The feel of the two volumes
is that it is only in postoperative monitoring
that the ectopic proteins are meaningful,
since none of them is entirely cancer specific.
The hope is always that further refinement
in the understanding of the basic chemistry
of these products may improve their diag-
nostic capacity.
These volumes provide the most thorough
examination of this field that is vet available
and certainly compare most favourably
with other works that have recently appeared.
Vol. I can be unreservedly recommended
to all interested in the development of
these assays. Vol. II is less attractive for
general recommendation except to those
actively involved in this field, although
the data described in it may well come152 BOOK REVIEWS
to be regarded as the major contributions
to the success of the meeting.
B. M. VOSE
Ultrastructural Pathology of Human
Tumours-Annual Res. Reviews, Vol 1.
I. DAMJANOV (1979). Edinburgh: Churchill
Livingstone. 212 pp. £15.25.
Electron microscopy is now playing an
important role in the diagnosis of human
tumours, and diagnostic pathologists ventur-
ing into the world of ultrastructure are
faced with a rapidly expanding literature.
The aim of this book is "to provide an
overview" of recent advances in the diag-
nosis of human tumours by EM and it
does this very well. The book has 21 chapters,
each devoted to tumours of a particular
organ or system. Each chapter consists of a
brief summary of recent work, and a list
of references to papers published (for the
most part) in 1977 and 1978. The references
appear to cover the English-language litera-
ture very comprehensively. The book is
called "volume one" and it is to be hoped
that the author will bring out future volumes
to keep us abreast of the flood of papers
that are now appearing in this field. This
is not an atlas or text-book-there are no
illustrations. But it does what it sets out to do
very efficiently and is to be warmly recom-
mended to pathologists and electron micro-
scopists interested in the ultrastructure
of human tumours.
0. G. DODGE
Immunodiagnosis of Cancer-Part 1. Ed.
R. B. HERBERMAN and K. R. MCINTIRE
(1979). New York: Marcel Dekker. 702 pp.
£41.60.
This publication has been awaited as it
is a serious attempt to cover the field of
tumour markers in textbook form. The
editors have obtained the co-operation of
many important contributors, including some
of the founder members for study of such
well known products as the cx foetoprotein
and carcinoembryonic antigens. These two
products together occupy over a third of the
book and provide a good overview of the
aspects of cancer biology and medicine that
can be approached through marker studies.
Skilful editing has avoided unnecessary
overlap in chapters devoted to chemistry,
immunology, clinical screening and moni-
toring, cytochemistry and tumour locali-
zation within the body.
At the start of the book are chapters
on technical aspects of statistical and im-
munological analysis. Thestatistical commen-
taries give some provocative suggestions
for data analysis, that are in interesting
contrast to the methods actually used in
the chapters on individual product specia-
lities. Radioisotope and enzyme immuno-
assays are explained and evaluated in a
helpful way.
Other sections of the book discuss ectopic
hormones and enzymes and a selection of
serum proteins. The contrast between mono-
clonal immunoglobulins and the tissue poly-
peptide antigens is especially interesting.
There is a thoughtful and in-depth review
of certain aspects of immunodiagnosis in
leukaemia.
The overall standard ofwriting throughout
the book is excellent; the editors and authors
should be congratulated on their successful
overview of this important subject. Through
its depth of view the book is a valuable
complement to the many conference reports
and reviews that have covered a similar
ground.
Reference lists show a relatively sharp
cut off during 1977 with few references
to local groups in 1978. It is difficult in
hindsight to be too severe in criticism
of the relative absence of detailed discussion
of certain hormones and enzymes that
fall outside the ectopic category but which
are classic examples within the field of
interest. Recent growth has already broken
the bounds ofthe book format. Cytochemical
studies now rank equal in importance
with body-fluid analysis across the whole
range of tumour products, and some of the
present chapters have already given evidence
of this trend. Certain substances such
as the ovarian cancer antigen that are
tissue-of-origin specific are clearly not con-
fined within the tumour cell as was implied
by its inclusion in the subsection on antigens
on tumour cells.
These latter-day insights give all the more
reasonwhymedical librarians should seriously
consider this book for their shelves,
as a major classification and documentation
of a new and rapidly developing field ofgreat
importance in tumour medicine. The second